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Principal 

Farewell to the Rev. Elroy Mee 

Last week Canterbury farewelled our Chaplain, the Rev. Elroy Mee who served Canterbury as Chaplain 
on two occasions, spanning 15 years. She will be fondly remembered by a generation of Canterbury 
students and their parents.  This connection is clear to me, when I see requests for Elroy to preside at 
baptisms and weddings of Canterbury alumni.  All Canterbury staff and students wish Elroy all the very 
best in her ongoing parish role at Robina Anglican Church and thank her for her service to Canterbury, 
particularly in our time of need over the past three years. 

 

Commissioning of Chaplain, Nia Vivian 

On Thursday 6 August, we hosted the Commissioning Service for our new Chaplain, Nia Vivian in the 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd here at Canterbury. The Bishop of Southern Region, the Very Rev. John 
Roundhill presided over this service. We hosted local clergy including Pastor Peter Palmer from St 
George's Beenleigh, Rev. Morris Rangiwai from the Church of the Holy Spirit at Algester, Nia's family and 
friends, as well as some Canterbury students and staff. Nia will be a great Chaplain for Canterbury. She 
is kind, genuine, progressive and understands the Anglican ethos magnificently. I know that as our 
College community gets to know her, they will see these qualities. Nia has already assembled a loyal 
following of students in the Junior and Secondary schools which is terrific to see. 

 



 

Aquatic and Tennis Centres 

The Canterbury Aquatic Centre and Tennis Centre will be completed 
mid Term 4. This should give us the opportunity to use the pools and 
courts before the end of the year. I thank families who were able to 
contribute to the voluntary Future Building Fund which will contribute to 
the completion of this project as well as projects within our next Master 
Plan.  Very soon I will be able to announce some high-profile and I think 
very welcome, appointments to the important new positions of Tennis 
Program Manager and Swimming Program Manager.  I also provide 
advance notice that we will be soon opening registrations for the "Tiny 
Taipans Learn to Swim School" based out of this Aquatic Centre, for all 
ages from babies through to adults. 

Teaching Staff Stability 

In the 2019 MMG community survey, many in our community had commented on the lack of teacher 
stability in some Faculties and areas of the school. Instability in appointments of teachers does of course 
interrupt the academic rhythm of a student. This year, I am pleased to share that outside of maternity 
leave provisions, we have had 100% retention of teaching staff in classroom positions between Semester 
1 and Semester 2. I believe we recruited well as vacancies arose at the end of 2019 and are so pleased 
and proud of the quality of our teachers and support staff at Canterbury. This is especially pleasing in the 
current era of uncertainty and instability we are living through. 

Student Leadership at Canterbury 

There are currently dozens of students in Years 8 and 11 preparing applications and being interviewed 
for Year 9 and 12 leadership positions in 2021. I have a very clear view of student leadership and I have 
shared this with the students in these year levels. The current Year 9 and 12 students have also heard 
this message from me. I believe that student leadership is not a 'prize' or acclamation of a job well done 
as a good student. We have a very comprehensive student recognition framework that apportions points 
and various levels of red, silver and gold pockets to very motivated, high-achieving students. Student 
leadership is different. Good leaders need to have the interests of others in their heart. 

It requires a lens of selflessness, of dedication to others and a desire to improve the lives of Canterbury 
students as well as those in our broader community.  Leadership is not a reward for great deeds, it is an 
opportunity to serve others. Servant leadership of course has its origins in the stories of Jesus but it 
transcends religion. Our College values that include compassion, community and social responsibility call 
us to 'walk the talk' of servant leadership.  I love hearing our students speak passionately about social 
justice causes, their desire to volunteer locally and be a force for positive change in their communities. 
This is the hallmark of a Canterbury student leader. 

I really do look forward to hearing the big plans of the leadership group of 2021 as their appointments 
are finalised in the coming weeks. 

 

Mr Dan Walker 

Principal 

 

 

  



 

Announcements 

Public Holidays - Monday 10 August and Friday 14 August 

Please be reminded that Monday 10 August and Friday 14 August are public holidays for our staff and 
students. 

The Retail Centre and Outside School Hours Care will also be closed those days.  

 

 

  



 

Chaplaincy 

Greetings to all in the name of Christ Jesus! 

I just wanted to share something in regard to legacy. What is it? Who gets it? And what is done with it?  
The dictionary would define legacy as a gift or a bequest, that is handed down, endowed or conveyed 
from one person to another. 

I didn’t really give it much thought until our dear Reverend Mee had departed from Canterbury. It made 
me consider what she had left behind as her legacy and how it would involve us. She had an extensive 
time here building various relationships, she had produced a whole body of work for religious instruction 
and guided many in their faith journey. She has left a legacy here at Canterbury that in some ways 
cannot be replicated.  

It made me anxious to think about applying the dictionary’s definition of legacy to our situation at 
Canterbury. After much fervent prayer, reflection and discussion, I realised, that God doesn’t expect this 
type of legacy from us. He didn’t even expect it of his own Son – Jesus.  

We are all created as individuals, with gifts of inspiration and talents. We are to work hard with what God 
has blessed us with, maybe we are to think of legacy as something we are continuously creating and 
living out.  

We (including God) are all responsible for our own legacies and particularly the legacy of Canterbury. 
What that looks like is different for all of us. I want to leave you all the challenge of ‘What is your legacy?’ 

May God’s light be your guide and his blessing over your life remain always – Amen. 

 

Mrs Nia Vivian 

College Lay Chaplain 

  



 

Junior School 

Dear Parents and Carers 

A reminder that we take the health and safety of our community extremely seriously and so It is important 
that all students who are ill are kept at home for the whole school day, including attendance at before 
and after school activities. Our College Nurse, Ms Debbie Ayres, is particularly vigilant and is a great 
source of information. Please feel free to contact her if you have any questions you would like answered. 
 
On Tuesday at assembly we announced our Form Captains for Semester 2. Form Captains are selected 
by their peers and represent their class, meeting regularly with Mr Michael Brown and our Year 6 leaders 
to provide input into the Junior School. Our Form Captains established lunchtime clubs at the start of the 
year. Lunchtime clubs allow students to choose an activity to participate in if they would prefer an indoor 
activity instead of playing outside and these clubs include options such as yoga club, gardening club, 
mindfulness club and art club. These have been very well received by our students and are a great 
initiative from our Form Captains. We look forward to working with our new Form Captains during 
Semester 2. Congratulations to the following students on being appointed Form Captains: 

PCLG: Emmett Backus and Clementine Fazackerley 

PKEH: Xavier Conde-Texeria and Emily Meredith 

PMEC: Sharanya Sama and Jaspa Heinemann 

PALA: Yagna Patel and Kiana Idewa 

1LAR- Evie Tupila 

1LID- Aisha Singleton 

1GRW- Vienna Lee 

1ASG- Halle Cantrell 

1AMF- Eve Spreadborough 

2TAC- Agatha Johnson 

2JAG- Bentley Fielding 

2JES – Rayven Penn 

2DEB- Lelia Dong 

3TAH- Hayley Lim 

3EMC- Coda Lahrs 

3DAP- Angus Whybrow 

4MIB- George Li 

4JMR- Banjo Newton 

4JUK- Summer Teece 

5JOA- Isabella Franklin 

5JAK- Henry Flaxman 



 

5JAN- Brooklyn Pukallus 

The implementation of the Resilience Project this year has highlighted the significance that resilience 
plays in the lives of children and parents. If we want our children to grow into resilient adults, we need to 
stop solving their problems for them. Personal problem solving is an under-rated skill; the ability to solve 
your own problem is the basis of a child’s autonomy and self-efficacy. 

When parents solve all children’s problems, we not only increase their dependency on adults, we also 
teach kids to be afraid of making mistakes and to blame themselves for not being good enough. 

Turn requests for help into problems for children to solve. Children get used to bringing their problems to 
parents to solve. Alternatively, practice strategies that allow them to resolve their own problems and take 
responsibility for their concerns. This can be done through good questioning such as “Can you handle 
this on your own?” or “What do you want me to do to solve the problem?” 

Our students are really enjoying the lessons from the Resilience Project and are using the skills they are 
learning to practice gratitude, empathy, mindfulness and resilience. This, coupled with the Bridge 
Builders conflict management strategies they are using, has empowered them to develop their social and 
emotional skills. We encourage parents to continue to support these key concepts with your children as 
we know this reinforcement at home strengthens the message we are promoting at school.  

Mr Bill Garland 

Head of Junior School 

  



 

Secondary School 

2021 Secondary Subject Selections 

Looking ahead to the next year and choosing subjects they are interested in is an exciting time for 
students. To support students in making decisions, Subject Selection Evenings were hosted last 
Wednesday (Year 10) and last night (Year 7-9). We were pleased by the number of parents who joined 
our Teams Live event. These sessions were recorded and can be accessed via the same link sent in the 
initial invitation. 

Year 10 students were able to seek clarity from Heads of Faculty and specialist teachers during the lunch 
break on Tuesday. These conversations are valuable in supporting students' understanding of the 
requirements, topics, assessment and rigour of subjects.  Year 10 SET planning meetings are being 
conducted this week and next. If you are yet to book a time for you and your son/daughter to discuss 
pathways and subjects, please go to the Parent Lounge. As well as the recorded information session, 
Faculty videos and the Curriculum Handbook are available on Canvas.   

Year 7-9 students will now have the link to make their selections. Please discuss this with your 
son/daughter over the coming week. The due date for subject choices is Monday 17 August. We 
encourage any student who has questions to contact the relevant Head of Faculty, specialist teacher or 
consult the Curriculum Handbook or Faculty videos. All resources have been made available on Canvas. 
A correction was made to the handbook this morning, so please be sure to download the updated 
version this afternoon. 

The Learner's Toolkit 

 

Year 12 have now completed four lessons introducing them to strategies that support learning both at 
school and at home. After providing students with the theory behind the strategies, we provided them 
with activities to engage with when studying and preparing for assessment. The retrieval practice strategy 
encourages students to recall information using a variety of tools. Many students are already using 
activities including practice tests and practice questions. We exposed them to brain dumps, concept 
mapping and detailed flash cards. In our session yesterday on spaced practice, students were 
encouraged to examine how they organise their study time. We discussed the evidence that cramming is 
ineffective (which many of us are aware and may have experienced ourselves) and that by 
commencing study earlier, the chance of success is higher. Truthfully, many students know this as they 
have experienced it and had to accept the grade that resulted from cramming. We showed students a 
timetable that separates subjects, ensuring there is at least a day's break before they revisit that subject. 
For example, studying Maths on Monday, Wednesday and Friday is the most effective way to learn and 
then retrieve the leanings in an exam. 

As we develop the program, we will introduce these skills to younger year levels. We have just 
introduced Year 11 to the theory and are looking forward to exposing them to a range of activities to 
support their learning as they fast approach their final year of school.  

Mrs Rebecca Adamson  

Dean of Studies 



 

Digital Update 

Exploring Volcanoes with Virtual Reality 

For a long time, we have understood that video is a great way to engage students in learning. 

Video can help students understand concepts that can be quite difficult using a still image or text. 

360-degree video is a relatively new form of this media. This means that the video is occurring in all 
directions relative to the viewer. This type of video can be viewed by moving a smart phone to view 
different parts of the video, scrolling the screen on your tablet, or with a virtual reality headset. 

The Year 8 HASS classes are currently studying volcanoes, as part of a unit on tectonic processes. This 
week several classes have come to the Digital Hub to take a virtual trip to various volcanoes and explore 
them up close. During the lesson, students could fly over erupting volcanoes, abseil into craters, and 
stand on ledges to watch the lava flowing beneath them. Speaking to a few of the students after the 
lesson they said that it was a powerful way to learn about the concepts they had been studying. Next 
week these classes move on to learning about earthquakes and tsunamis. 

As more video content is recorded in 360 degrees, these types of learning experiences will become 
common across many curriculum areas. 

    

Mr James Jenkins 

Director of Learning and Innovation 

 

 

  



 

Junior Sport 

Kindy – Year 6 Athletics Carnival 

On Tuesday 11 August, the Kindy – Year 6 Athletics Carnival will take place on Oval 1. In previous years, 
the two Interhouse Athletics Carnivals for Kindergarten – Year 2 and Year 3 – 6 were held on different 
days. For this year, both carnivals will be scheduled on the same day. It is important to note that due to 
current restrictions, no parents or spectators will be able to attend the carnival. 

The spirit of the carnival encompasses participation, House spirit and enjoyment, whilst still enabling all 
students to demonstrate their athletic ability. 

All sprint races across the day (K – Year 2 sprints and Year 3 – 6 100m events) will be live streamed 
through the College’s Facebook page. Photos will also be published through each class’ Canvas page 
later in the week. Please see below for a schedule of the day. 

Schedule Kindy – Year 2 

  

Schedule Years 3 – 6 

  Shot Put Long Jump 800m High Jump 200m 

9:40am - 10:30am 9 Years 8 Years 10 Years 11 Years 12 Years 

10:30am - 11:20am 12 Years 9 Years 8 Years 10 Years 11 Years 

11:20am - 12:10pm 11 Years 12 Years 9 Years 8 Years 10 Years 

12:10pm - 1:25pm 100m Events (All Age Groups) 

1:25pm - 2:15pm 10 Years 11 Years 12 Years 9 Years 8 Years 

2:15pm - 3:10pm 8 Years 10 Years 11 Years 12 Years 9 Years 

  

  Sprint Races 
Obstacle 
Course 

Long Jump High Jump Shot Put Novelty Events 

8:45am - 
9:05am 

Kindy   Year 1 Prep Year 2   

9:10am - 
9:30am 

Year 2   Prep Year 1   Kindy 

9:35am - 
9:55am 

Year 1   Kindy Year 2 Prep   

10:00am - 
10:20am 

Prep Kindy Year 2   Year 1   



 

Junior TAS Basketball and Football Jerseys 

Please note that this weekend is the final round for Junior TAS Basketball and Football. All jerseys need 
to be returned to Mr Josh Afu in the Sports Hall at morning tea or lunch time on Wednesday 12 August. 
Alternatively, jerseys can also be returned in Week 6 during break times. 
 

Mr Arnie Marraiya 

Director of Sport and Activities (Kindy-Year 6) 

  



 

Secondary Sport 

Representative Sport Selections 

Congratulations to the following students for their recent selection in these representative school sport 
teams: 

Jalen Harrison - Pacific District Under 15 Boys Basketball 

Tusipepa Kelly - Pacific District Under 15 Girls Basketball 

Kaitlyn Iva - Pacific District Under 15 Girls Basketball 

Ayesha To' OTufuga - Pacific District Under 15 Girls Basketball 

Maddison Schipplock - South Coast Under 15 Girls Cricket 

Sarah Walker - South Coast Under 15 Girls Cricket 
 

Mr Glen Walker 

Director of Sport and Activities (Years 7-12) 

  



 

Performing Arts 

Spotlight on Dance 

Over the past few weeks, the Canterbury dance performance teams have begun learning new routines. 
The Junior School teams Shine, for students in Years 2 and 3, and Ignite, for students in Years 3 to 6, 
were keen to show their progress during their Thursday afternoon rehearsals as were the Secondary 
students in Radiance. We look forward to seeing their finished dances in the coming months. 

  

Shine Dance Company 

 

Ignite Dance Company 



 

 

Radiance Dance Company 

Rock School News 

Congratulations to Rock School led by Mr Simon Lane on their performance of The Power of Love at the 
Secondary School Assembly on 23 July.  

 

Congratulations, also, to Rock School members, Henry Jennings and Jonathan Jennings for successfully 
completing Grade 5 AMEB Rock School examinations. 

  



 

Term 3 Arts Rehearsal Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Katrina Peddell 

Acting Director of Performing Arts 

  



 

Wellbeing 

School TV - School Refusal 

 

School refusal, sometimes called school avoidance or school phobia, is not uncommon. It is different to 
‘wagging’ or truancy and is often related to worry or anxiety-related issues about going to school. School 
refusal may start gradually or happen suddenly. Although it is normal for a child to occasionally miss a 
day of school, parents should only be concerned if a child regularly complains about feeling sick or often 
asks to stay home due to minor physical complaints. 

School refusal is a complex issue as there is rarely a single cause. It affects children of all ages across 
primary and secondary levels. It can often occur during times of transition at school. More recently, the 
Coronavirus pandemic has disrupted the educational experience of all students, affecting some more 
than others. Dealing with a school refusal child can affect the whole family, adding pressure to an already 
challenging time. School refusal is not considered a formal psychiatric diagnosis. It’s a name given to an 
emotional and/or behavioural problem. 

In this edition of SchoolTV, adult carers will learn how best to approach this issue and work towards a 
solution. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this month’s edition, and we 
always welcome your feedback. 

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further 
information or seek medical or professional help. 

Here is the link to this month's edition https://canterbury.qld.schooltv.me/newsletter/school-refusal 
 
 

https://canterbury.qld.schooltv.me/newsletter/school-refusal
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