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Deputy Principal 

It would be difficult for me to write this week without somehow acknowledging the circumstances of our 
world these past months. Despite my natural inclination to turn off the news each night, to try to rationally 
look at a return to ‘normality’ or to ignore the exhortation of the general media that I am at the cusp of 
the apocalypse, I still feel a need to talk to our students as to how they may be feeling. We cannot take 
lightly the fact that many people around us have felt the effects of COVID-19 whether it be in regard to 
finances, our connecting with loved ones and friends or the suppression of some inalienable rights that 
we take for granted in Australia, such as freedom of movement. Whilst our children are indeed children, 
we cannot suppose that they are not aware of how their parents, family and community at large are 
impacted and may at times find that overwhelming.  

In welcoming back the Year 10-12 students this week, Mr Walker talked openly about his pleasure at 
seeing the students together again on campus as for most educators this is one of the highlights of the 
job and indeed what gives a school its pulse and lifeblood. He acknowledged the hard work that all staff, 
not just teachers, had put in over the past months in creating a complete learning experience for all 
regardless of where they sat lessons each day and also gave due praise to the students who also had to 
modify their behaviour and learning styles to a new paradigm; something not to be dismissed. Mr Walker 
also discussed some of the experiences we all may have missed this term and some of the things we 
may yet not be able to enjoy as part of a ‘normal’ school year.  

As a proud St Edmunds Ipswich Old Boy, I can still remember that from Year 5 all I wished for was to 
play First XIII Rugby League for my school and to wear the butcher’s stripes onto the paddock with the 
number one on my back. I can also remember, despite the narrow loss, that last time I walked off the 
Ipswich Oval 7 years later as a member of the Firsts and I embarrassingly still talk about that game with 
mates when we catch up 37 years later; pretending somehow that if we all did something a little different 
we could re-write history. So these are part of our school memories and experiences that are cherished 
as much as ATAR results even if they may not lead directly to careers, wealth and families. I understand 
therefore, that these are some of the things our students, particularly our Seniors, may be worried they 
will miss or be denied in their final year. 

However, our Seniors need to be reassured that Canterbury will do everything within our means and 
government-determined boundaries to ensure they experience all that a ‘normal’ year would; we will 
work as hard as we can to allow students in all sports to enjoy playing at some stage for Canterbury, we 
will have ensembles and groups up and running regardless of whether there is an eisteddfod prize at the 
end or not, and will most certainly find a way for interhouse competitions, formals and farewells to occur. 
These all may be different, maybe a little ‘less’ than other years, maybe somewhat not what we dreamed 
of in Year 5 but maybe therein lies something that our Seniors will embrace. Our Year 12 cohort of 2020 
get to do something like no other ever has, not of my generation nor of yours; they get to tell stories at 
their reunions of how they had a great senior year in the Year of COVID-19. They get to not only survive 
but thrive and rise to the challenge before them. They decide now if they, as a group, lead their school 
with gratitude for what we all still have and for the fact that we are blessed in living where we do despite 
some of the things that we have lost. They get to band together to find strength in community and 
fraternity and possibly find that they put themselves first when indeed they put themselves second. 

As I have written and spoken before, since coming to work at Canterbury I am most grateful that I have 
these students before me each day and hold them up for comparison against any others out there. I 
have great faith they will not only make peace with the challenges of the past months but exceed our 
expectations in leading the school on the path forward and that in years to come, they will be more 
proud of their school and their final year than any narrow grand final loss could ever induce.  

Mr Paul Diete 
Deputy Principal 



 

Chaplain's Chat 

Tena Koutou! Greetings and Salutations! 

I just want to start by giving all Honour, Praise and Glory to the King and the Kingdom. 

Thank you to Reverend Elroy Mee for inviting me to express my thanks to the Canterbury community for 
their warm welcome and kindness, especially as this was not the easiest of times to begin a new role. I 
have managed to find God’s humour, mercy and grace through this whole experience, so please bear 
with me as I continue to navigate my way through this labyrinth.  

As some of you may know, I am the new Assistant Chaplain. Please know that this is a totally new 
experience for me – one that I am grateful for and excited to be a part of. If you see me walking around 
the College feel free to stop me for a chat or to contact me to make a time to meet.    

My heart has been heavy about the way the students might be feeling during COVID-19 and all it 
encompasses. Having school children of my own, I can understand the frustration of not knowing what is 
happening and trying to deal with the ‘new normal’.  There are so many issues that the pandemic has 
raised - particularly anxiety - so I would like to leave you with a prayer and scripture that may be helpful 
at this time, be it for yourselves, or your students. 

Father, 
At this time, I lay down all my anxieties and cast them onto you, as you have instructed. Knowing you 
care for me, I ask that you calm my thoughts and my sometimes restless mind. Help me to be still and 
know that you are God. I listen to your command, when you say not to worry about anything but instead 
pray about everything. I bring it all before you and thank you for all that has already been done. Your 
word assures me that if I do these things, I will receive your Peace, which has been known to surpass all 
understanding.  
We pray especially for those whose income and livelihood are threatened and for the children who will 
miss physical interaction and connection due to school closures. Sustain, strengthen and protect all 
teachers and faculty. Bless them as they offer compassionate care and show selfless courage in the face 
of personal risk.  Even as we are asked to keep our distance from others, help us to find ways to reach 
out to those who need our support.  
Remind us, each time we wash our hands, that in baptism you call us to let go of our fears and live in joy, 
peace, and hope. Amen. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future!”  - Jeremiah 29:11 

Nia Viviani 
Assistant Chaplain 

 

 

  



 

Junior School 

It has been fabulous having our Kindy-Year 2 students back on campus this week, and with our Year 3-6 
students joining us on Monday, I think we will all appreciate some sense of normality returning to our 
lives. I have been so impressed with how our students have adapted over the last few weeks and I also 
know they are excited to be back at school. 

This means that next week we revert back to normal bell times. Please also note that we will be running 
a Monday timetable on Thursday 28 May. 

It is important that parents and carers continue to adhere to our protocols about not being on campus. 
This is based on medical advice and we appreciate the vast majority who have fully embraced this. I 
would, however, like to remind our community that we do have a Parent Code of Conduct. This reminds 
all members of our community to treat each other respectfully and to comply with the directions of the 
College.  

I am very pleased to have Nia Viviani working with us in the role of Assistant Chaplain. Nia will be 
attending all our Junior School classes over the coming weeks and she will be running a service with 
each class. This will allow Nia to make connections with our Junior School students and provide an 
opportunity for prayer. She will also offer time for students to ask her questions about new beginnings 
and transitioning back to school. We are very much looking forward to Nia working closely with our 
Junior School community. 

Finally, as we can see the light at the end of the tunnel, children need the adults around them to co-
regulate, or in other words, they need adults to not put things out of proportion. Of course, this can be 
difficult to do as the media constantly portray messages which can create negative thinking within 
society, which can leave children feeling overwhelmed, frustrated and, sometimes, defeated, sad and 
anxious. The reality is that children need our help to measure their emotional responses to these types of 
problems. There have been many times in history when we have faced significant global problems, 
including plagues, the atomic threat of the 1960s and the cold war that bought the threat of mutually 
assured destruction.  Somehow, humanity worked its way through these problems. People have 
previously dealt with hardship, fear and loss but came through these events. It is helpful to keep this in 
mind, as children mimic what they hear and see from the adults in their life. I encourage you to keep your 
conversations with your children in perspective as this will help them return to their previous routines 
much quicker. 

Mr Bill Garland 
Head of Junior School 

 

 

  



 

Secondary School 

In challenging times, we are encouraged to consider what we are grateful for as it is an important aspect 
of our wellbeing and promotes positivity. Gratitude helps us to focus on what we do have rather than 
what we do not. Mr Dan Walker addressed Year 10-12 students on Monday, encouraging them to 
consider the many blessings of being at Canterbury, in Queensland and in Australia during COVID-19. 
For me, it was 8:20am Monday morning that I was most grateful. For the first time in six weeks, I heard 
students. I got up and walked outside my office to take it in. It was the most beautiful sound. Upon 
further reflection, I realised it was not just the sound of students I was grateful for but the life they bring to 
Canterbury. For teachers, the most challenging aspect of the past few weeks was not the adjustment to 
technology, it was losing contact with their students. We are all looking forward to the sights and sounds 
when every student returns to campus next Monday.  

This means that next week we revert back to normal bell times. Please also note that we will be running 
a Monday timetable on Thursday 28 May. 

Another challenge we face is sharing College life with the broader community. We take for granted the 
many times we invite families into the College. Wednesday saw Canterbury host a very different Parent 
Teacher Interviews process. Across the Secondary School campus, teachers were in classrooms and 
Faculty offices hosting virtual interviews via Teams. The opportunity to discuss student progress 
remained unchanged; the desire from parents in seeking feedback remained unchanged; and the 
development of quality relationships remained unchanged. It was impressive that these vital elements of 
the interviews between teachers, students and their parents were experienced with a simple change to 
the environment.  

    

While restrictions remain to support the good health of our community, we will no doubt have to change 
the environment of future events. We thank you for your patience so far and ask you for continued 
patience as we adapt and adjust to ensure the quality of what Canterbury offers is not altered, only the 
environment.   

Mrs Rebecca Adamson  
Dean of Studies 

 

Teaching and Learning Spotlight - Japanese 

Term 2 has created a new environment for teaching and learning, and for Japanese this has been an 
opportunity to become even more creative with how learning takes place. This term, Year 8 students are 
studying a unit about sports and hobbies. When learning about the history of origami, students had an 



 

opportunity to make an item of their choosing. They had to source their own paper, create their item 
using an online tutorial, and upload a photo of their piece to OneNote. They did a fantastic job. 

Students in Year 9 are studying a unit about Advertising. Within this unit they are learning the Katakana 
alphabet. Instead of doing traditional flashcards and writing, students were encouraged to re-create the 
characters using household items and upload their images to OneNote. Those at school were also able 
to go outside and find ways to do something similar on school grounds. I was very impressed with their 
efforts. 

Overall students have shown commitment and enjoyment with the online interactions and I have enjoyed 
seeing the work they have been creating. The images here are a small snapshot of the work they have 
completed. 

  

   

Mrs Amy Thompson 
Secondary School Teacher 

 
 

Secondary School Handball Competition 

Sixteen students took part in a handball competition last week. The competition was organised by two 
Year 8 students, Riley Franklin in Cranmer House and Lilly Ryder in Kime House. Congratulations to the 
winner, Jasper Calicdan (Year 11) and runner up Charlie Newton (Year 8). First prize was a $10 canteen 
voucher and the runner-up received a $5 canteen voucher. 
 

Our thanks to Mr Andrew Porter for stepping in as the official referee for the finals. 

 

 



 

 

  

  

Mr Alan Lyle 
Head of Cranmer House 

 

 

Secondary School Careers News 

Go to the end of this newsletter to read the latest careers news, including competitions, events, open 
days and application processes. 

Mrs Colette Naicker  

Careers Counsellor 

 

 

  



 

Digital Update 

Office 365 apps for home and school devices 

Students at Canterbury have access to the latest versions of the Office 365 apps. 

 

Students on the BYOD program can download the Office 365 suite including OneNote, Word, 
PowerPoint and Excel from the BYOD catalogue on the school portal. Students in the Surface Pro 
program already have these apps installed on their devices. 

If students use additional devices at home, they can also install the Office 365 apps on those devices. 
Our licensing allows all students to install the Office 365 suite of applications on up to 5 PCs or Macs. In 
addition, for those that access files on mobile devices, they can also install Office 365 apps on up to 5 
Android or iOS devices. 

Running the latest version of Office on PC, tablet and phone will create a smooth experience while 
working on assignments, presentations and everyday learning tasks even if you need to alternate 
between multiple devices. 

Mr James Jenkins 
Director of Learning and Innovation 

  



 

The Arts 

Ensemble Rehearsals 

Please note there will be no rehearsals next week (Week 5).  Further updates will be provided when 
available. 

Dr Janet Wyvill 
Director Arts Academy 

 

 

  



 

Junior Sport 

We are thrilled that it was announced today that the TAS and JTAS sporting competitions will resume in 
Term 3, in a format which maximises participation for all students. The TAS press release: 

 

Stay tuned for more details in coming weeks on the season lengths and our training resumption plans. 

The Importance of Sleep  

It is no secret to how important the role sleep plays in our children's and adolescents' lives. Evidence 
shows that children and adolescents who do not get enough sleep can experience difficulties in learning. 
They can be less attentive and motivated, have poor problem solving skills, experience confusion, 
reduced memory, irritability and poor communication, process information slower and have diminished 
reaction times.  

In a recent article from the Sleep Health Foundation I was alarmed at some of the findings regarding 
sleep and technology use. Data obtained in this article from Professor Jillian Dorrian and her team from 
the University of South Australia state that in 2018, twenty-five per cent of children aged seven to eight 
years report using mobile phones between 10:00pm and 6:00am. This figure increases to 83% of 
children by the age of 17. This late night technology use is contributing to later sleep times and reduced 
quality of sleep. The reason for this can be attributed to our body clocks being sensitive to ‘blue light’ 
that devices like phones and tablets emit. The ‘blue light’ tricks our body into thinking it is still day time 
and in turn reduces the amount of melantonin released prior to bedtime. Furthermore, the mental 
stimulation provided by such devices makes it hard to wind down before bed.  

In terms of sleep time, it is recommended that toddlers and pre-schoolers need around 12-14 hours, 
primary school-aged children need between 10-12 hours and teenagers around 9 hours per a day. 



 

In order to help with aiding sleep, the Sleep Health Foundation have recommended:  
• Not allowing mobile devices in the bedroom – this helps the brain perceive this area as a calm area and 
allows children to switch off. 
• Establishing a wind down routine in the lead up to bedtime – this provides cues to the brain that it is 
approaching sleep time and helps children to switch off. Examples of this could be reading a book and 
colouring in. 
• Modelling good behaviours – by including the wider family in such an approach, students are more 
likely to realise the importance of good sleep patterns as they learn by observing through the actions of 
parents, carers and siblings.  

Mr Arnie Marraiya 
Director of Sport Kindy-Year 6 

 

 

  



 

Secondary Sport 

As Mr Marraiya has already said, we are thrilled that it was announced today that the TAS and JTAS 
sporting competitions will resume in Term 3, in a format which maximises participation for all 
students. Stay tuned for more details in coming weeks on the season lengths and our training 
resumption plans. 

Congratulations to Sophie Cornick (Year 11) who was selected in the Queensland team to play at the 
Australian Junior Beach Volleyball tournament State Championships Coolangatta back in March. Sophie 
and her volleyball partner finished Second in the U18 Division. 

Our Rugby, Netball and Athletics staff continue to provide videos to assist our players. Go to 
our Canterbury Youtube Channel to view these videos. Hopefully, everyone has had a chance to look at 
these and put their entries into the weekly competitions. Congratulations to Riley Lynch (Year 7 
Rugby), Kaylee Tamala (Year 8 Netball) and Juliana Tamala (Year 7 Netball) for winning this week’s trick 
shot challenges. 

Mr Glen Walker 
Director of Sport Year 7-12 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIMHZhorUf7OypRXN-JOsWA/


From the Careers Guidance Counsellor 

 

Get fit and pass the Australian Defence Force (ADF) fitness test 

Many competitive applicants miss out on their ADF career opportunity because they do not 
meet the pre-enlistment fitness assessment. During the application process you’ll be assessed 
through (1) completion of a questionnaire relating to your medical history, (2) a physical 
examination, and (3) a Pre-entry Fitness Assessment (PFA). During the PFA you will need to be 
able to complete a specified number of exercises. It is vital that applicants continue to maintain 
an appropriate level of fitness throughout their application process (playing school and club 
sport usually does not make you fit enough). A ‘Get fit for the ADF in just four weeks’ will assist 
you to start preparing for the ADF fitness assessment. 

Looking at being a pilot in the Australian Defence Force 

The Defence Jobs website has information about being a pilot in the Air Force. You can find 
out: 

An overview of the job, entry salaries and service benefits and full job details. 

You will also be able to see Explore the Air Force in 360. 

Upcoming Australian Defence Force Information Sessions 

Stay informed about important upcoming Queensland and National ADF events and information 
sessions by visiting the Defence Jobs website. View the specific events information link for 
more details including: location, times and to book your tickets. Further information about these 
events and Army Reserve Information Sessions can be accessed on the ADF Facebook site. 
Upcoming events are: 

21/05/2020    Gold Coast: Dial In Defence Careers Information Session 

 

Queensland Premier's reading challenge 

The Premier's Reading Challenge is not a competition but a way to encourage you to develop a 
love of reading for life. Through the challenge you will develop an appreciation of the English 
language and you are encouraged to explore and enjoy a wide range of books. You can 

https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/joining/can-i-join/health-and-fitness
http://www.defence.gov.au/Adfa/Images/Training/FitnessBrochure.pdf
https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/jobs/air-force/pilot
https://airforce.defencejobs.gov.au/websites/airforce360/
https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/joining/event-finder
https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/joining/event-finder
https://www.facebook.com/pg/DefenceJobsAustralia/events/
https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/events/events-detail/5yygjzy
https://readingchallenge.education.qld.gov.au/


participate in the challenge within your school or as individual reader. When you complete the 
challenge you will receive a Certificate of Achievement signed by the Premier of Queensland. 
You can register now and start reading on 11 May and finish on 28 August 2020. 

USQ's Get Songwriting Prize 

If you are a high school student in Years 9 -12, it is time to put your pen to paper or fingers to 
keys and try your hand at song writing. Entries are now open for your chance to win a prize 
pool valued at over $1700, including: 

1. $1000 worth of music equipment, products or services of your choice, 
2. Registration in the 2021 McGregor Summer Music Retreat, held in January 2021 at 

USQ Toowoomba. - Valued at $695. 
3. Registration at one of USQ's Two-Day Music Experiences held in July or September at 

USQ Springfield, including an opportunity to have your song recorded in our TV & Radio 
facilities - Valued at $50 

In addition to the overall winner there will be two runners-up, who will win: 

1. A prominent song writing text and a $200 gift voucher to a music store of your choice. 
2. Registration at one of USQ's Two-Day Music Experiences held in July or September at 

USQ Springfield - Valued at $50 

Before entering, read the terms and conditions and helpful how-to-enter guide to make sure 
your submission is correct. The competition closes on 15 June 2020 at 4.pm. Click here for 
more details and to enter. 

 

2021 Scholarships at the International College of Hotel Management (ICHM) 

ICHM, located in Adelaide, prepares students for hotel management roles based on the Swiss 
Hotel Association (SHA) model that stresses the importance of learning all aspects of the hotel 
industry. Students can complete the B Business (Hospitality Management) or go on to 
complete the more advanced B International Hotel Management (Swiss Hotel 
Association). During the course, students have an opportunity to learn a language and to 
experience industry placements in Australia or overseas. ICHM is offering the following 
scholarship for undergraduate entry into the Bachelor of Business (Hospitality Management): 

Australian Students - Scholarship Eligibility 

To apply for these scholarships, you must be one of the following: 

• All citizens of Australia (both resident and non-resident). 
• International students attending school in Australia who will complete a minimum of the 

last two years of their high school studies in Australia. 

https://readingchallenge.education.qld.gov.au/how-to-register/downloads-and-forms
https://www.usq.edu.au/events/2020/02/get-songwriting-prize
https://www.ichm.edu.au/


• Students at Australian International Schools in Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, 
Manila and Hong Kong. 

• Non-resident New Zealand passport holders. 

You must also meet the standard admission requirements, that being Year 12 with one of the 
following - ATAR score of 65 / IB Diploma score of 26 or equivalent international schooling. For 
more information visit the ICHM Scholarship website. 

UQ Ramsay Undergraduate Scholarships 

Applications for the Ramsay Undergraduate scholarship schemes will open on 1 July. Thirty 
scholarships of $30,000/year for the duration of the program (up to 5.5 years) are offered to 
high achieving students who study Western Civilisation at The University of Queensland in 
2021. 

To be eligible for a scholarship, students must study one of the following programs: 

• Bachelor of Advanced Humanities (Honours) (extended major in Western Civilisation)  or 
• Bachelor of Humanities/Bachelor of Laws (Honours) 

To apply for a scholarship, students will need to submit their CV, two references and a personal 
statement that addresses the scholarship criteria by 10 August 2020. If you are creative and 
intellectually curious with the critical skills to think bigger and broader in this culturally, politically 
and digitally diverse community.  

 

 

SAE virtual open day 

On Thursday 21 May from 12:00pm to 4:00pm SAE will be holding their virtual Open Day. The 
Open Day is a great opportunity for you to gain access to exclusive behind the scenes campus 
tours, view course info sessions, chat live with SAE crew, Q&A sessions, and explore the SAE 
360° campus experience. To attend, you just need to register for the event to get the access 
link. Register here. 

National Career Week 

The Council Industry Council of Australia's (CICA) Executive has put together FREE Industry 
Information Sessions that will run through National Careers Week, 18 - 24 May 2020. They will 
be held at 11am AEST every day.  These 30 minute information sessions will cover the following 
topics: 

18/05/2020     Your career in space ... right here right now 

19/05/2020     Make your move - International Freight, Transport & Logistics 

https://www.ichm.edu.au/future-students/ichm-scholarships
https://support.future-students.uq.edu.au/rd?1=AvNQ%7EwplDv8S%7Exb%7EGv9k%7EyLhlNcqFgz7qQsP0T7%7EPv%7EG&2=25050
http://us-go.sae.edu/p0Y00CazxJ0k0usT0p0jA04


20/05/2020     Australia's next generation shipbuilding industry 

21/05/2020     Beyond school: Do you know where your students need to go? 

22/05/2020     Early Childhood Teaching Careers with Future Tracks 

You can find a description of each event and register on the National Careers Week web page. 

The Big Day In – IT Conference 

If you are interested in future jobs and opportunities in the computer/IT field, consider attending 
the ‘The Big Day In’ conference.  This conference is designed by students for students in high 
school (Years 9 – 12) and university students interested in a career in technology. UQ are 
hosting this event where you can hear from leading speakers from companies such as 
Microsoft, Westpac, Adobe, IBM, Technology One, WiseTech Global, with more to come, 
talking about the future of technology and how students can get involved in shaping the future. 
BiG Day In Brisbane will be held on Thursday 16 July 2020 in the Advanced Engineering 
Building at UQ, St Lucia Campus. Click here to purchase your $10 ticket. 

 

 

Additional entry requirement for teaching courses 

If you are nominating Teaching as one of your QTAC preferences, you must meet academic 
and non-academic entry requirements. Academic entry requirements include subject 
prerequisites and ATAR minimum selection threshold. You can find academic entry 
requirements for each course in Course Search. If you do not submit the additional entry 
requirements you will not be considered for a place in teaching at any institution. Contact the 
relevant institution for more information on what qualifications and prerequisites are accepted 
for entry to initial teacher education courses. 

Adjustment Factors – How can they assist? 

Adjustment Factors help you gain entry into university courses. If you are eligible for Adjustment 
Factors your position on the merit scale for entry into a course will be ‘adjusted’ to give you a 
new, more competitive score. 

Universities award Adjustment Factors for a variety of reasons and programs so you will have to 
enquire to every university you are interested in attending, to fully understand their eligibility 
requirements.  The process for applying for ‘Adjustment Factors’ may vary so it’s important that 
you start your research now. 

Visit the QTAC website for information on the following Assistance schemes: 

• Year 12 subject scheme 

https://acsfoundation.cart.net.au/BiG-Day-In-University-of-Queensland-Brisbane-Wednesday-5-June-2019
https://www.qtac.edu.au/courses---institutions/teacher-entry
https://www.qtac.edu.au/courses---institutions/teacher-entry
https://course-search.qtac.edu.au/s/search.html?collection=qtac-courses&form=course-search
https://www.qtac.edu.au/courses---institutions/universities--tafes---colleges/universities-tafes-colleges
https://www.qtac.edu.au/courses---institutions/universities--tafes---colleges/universities-tafes-colleges
https://www.qtac.edu.au/applying/application-resources/assistance-schemes


• Access and equity schemes 
• Regional preference scheme 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander schemes 
• Elite Athlete and Performer Schemes 
• QUT Elite Athlete Special Entry Scheme 
• Griffith University Elite Athlete Program 
• Access USC Elite Athlete Adjustment Scheme 
• Other special admissions schemes 

 

Time is passing Year 12s - but do not panic 
 

• You will receive the QTAC Guide in June/July.  It contains information about courses 
you can apply for through QTAC and application processes. 

• From August 2020, you can access a range of up-to-date information about the 
2020/21 QTAC application and offer processes and the courses offered from the QTAC 
website. 
 

Mrs Naicker will meet regularly with Year 12 students to discuss their career options and in 
term 3 will assist them with their applications to QTAC and other institutions. 
 

 

International students wanting to study at a university 

If you are needing to gain the prerequisite of English and may not achieve a pass in a senior 
English subject at the end of 2020 you could sit and gain an appropriate grade in one of the 
following tests: 

IELTS – International English Language Testing System 

TOEFL – Test of English as a Foreign Language 

Pearson – Pearson Test of English 

Each university has its own English proficiency requirements so check with each institution's 
policies as to what qualification they will accept.  

Start university while still at school 

The following universities offer programs that enable high achieving Years 11 and/or 12 
students to study a university subject.  Subjects may be free and may provide credit towards a 
university degree and/or guarantee entry to a degree at the end of Year 12.  Successful 
completion of a university subject will contribute credit towards your Queensland Certificate of 
Education and may give you adjustments towards your QTAC application.  Entry to these 
programs must have the support of your school and your parents. Universities often hold 

http://www.qtac.edu.au/home/home
http://www.qtac.edu.au/home/home
https://ielts.com.au/study-for-ielts/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw-tXlBRDWARIsAGYQAmciGuySJR7TccjXR4Cn303YnBkiGpCQ6gnuJjiQUbXEuLuXgdwjFDQaAt7YEALw_wcB
https://www.ets.org/toefl
https://pearsonpte.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw-tXlBRDWARIsAGYQAmcKDqr9loD3pZBVPgrC6cAcEDYaxYoOUvcqwmOXT00T5BT0PWuqNjMaAkMNEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds


information sessions and webinars to inform students and their parents about these 
programs. Click on the links to find out more about the different programs. 

• Australian Catholic University has the Step-Up program for Years 11 and 12. 
• Bond University has the Student for a Semester program for in Years 11 and 12 who 

live on the Gold Coast, Brisbane and Northern New South Wales. 
• CQUniversity has the Start Uni Now (SUN) program for students in Years 10, 11 and 

12. 
• Christian Heritage College has LAUNCH which offers the opportunity for Years 11 and 

12 students 
• The Griffith University Griffith Early Start to Tertiary Study (GUESTS) program is offered 

to students in Year 11 and 12. 
• The Queensland University of Technology’s(QUT) START QUT Program is offered to 

students in Year 11 and 12. 
• The University of Queensland offers an Enhanced Studies Program (ESP) for Year 12 

students during semester 1 only. 
• The University of Southern Queensland (USQ) has a Head Start Program for students in 

Years 10 - 12. 
 

UCAT reminder for Medicine and other health science courses 

Students applying for medicine and some other health science courses may be required to sit 
for the University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT) as part of the application process. You need 
to register and book a test date and bookings closed at 11.59 pm on 11 May 2020. A late fee 
will now apply. Results will be available at the end of your test. Click here to find out more 
information and the universities and courses that have UCAT as a prerequisite for entry. 

Australian Catholic University 

Keep up to date with ACU offerings 

Are you considering ACU? One way students can do this is to register your interest to receive 
email communications. Students will be updated on ACU events relevant to them, important 
dates, and useful information. Register for updates here. 

 Pathway programs 

If your ATAR does not get you into the degree course you want at ACU, you have 
several Pathway Programs options available. A pathway is an extra qualification or test you take 
in addition to your application that helps you meet your course entry requirements. An entry 
program can boost the success of your first application if you meet certain criteria with your 
schooling or personal background. You could explore: 

• Sub-degree qualifications are recognised as pathways into a related bachelor’s degree, 
including: associate degrees, advanced diplomas, diplomas and certificates 

• Upgrade by completing a year of a less competitive degree at ACU. For example, if you 
want entry to B Paramedicine, passing a year of a less competitive course like ACU’s 
Bachelor Exercise and Sport Science should give you the score you need to gain entry 
to paramedicine the following year 

• Consider one of ACU’s Pathway programs. ACU offers Diplomas, Certificates and VET 
(Vocational Education and Training) courses that may help you gain entry to your 
preferred course. It is helpful to select a pathway program related to your preferred 
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degree. It is also important to check with ACU as to whether the pathway course you 
choose will provide direct entry to your preferred ACU degree and/or provide you with 
academic credit 

Read more about ACU’s Pathway Programs on their website. 

Undergraduate course guide 

It is never too early to research university and course options for after school. The ACU 2021 
Undergraduate Course Guide is now available online. Start now to find out what courses will be 
on offer next year. Quality research results in better career decisions. Click here to download a 
copy of the ACU 2021 Undergraduate guide. 

Griffith University 

Gold Coast and Logan Campus Priority Access Pathway 

If you are a local, you may be eligible for Priority Access.  This pathway awards two bonus 
adjustment factors when you apply for programs at the Gold Coast and Logan campuses and 
reside in an eligible region. If you are eligible, adjustments will be automatically applied to your 
QTAC or UAC application. Click here to see a list of priority access regions and course 
exceptions.  

Guarantee Admissions Scheme 

Guaranteed Admission Scheme gives you more certainty about your future study choices. To 
provide more opportunities from a range of backgrounds, Griffith offers guaranteed admission 
for ATAR 80+, IB 28+ and for those who have completed a VET qualification. As you research 
your degree options in the Griffith undergraduate course guide look out for the red 'Guaranteed 
Admission Scheme' badge indicating that the degree falls within the scheme. Click here to read 
more and identify the red badge. 

James Cook University 

Physio 2021 entry requirements update 

2021 Physio entry requirements no longer require a separate JCU application form and you 
only need apply through QTAC. It should be noted that the B of Dental Surgery, B of Medicine, 
B of Surgery, and the B of Veterinary Science, while needing to be applied for through QTAC 
still require a separate JCU application form. 

Queensland University of Technology 

Accommodation Services 

There are different types of accommodation for students in Brisbane and identifying which is 
best suited is a very important step. QUT accommodation service has a list of accommodation 
providers, and a self-help rental guide to help plan and prepare for a rental journey. QUT also 
provides an online database of available accommodation for students. QUT Studystays website 
has a large collection of accommodation options including all the major commercial 
accommodation providers in Brisbane. To find out more, visit our Living in Brisbane web 
page or email accommodation@qut.edu.au. 
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Creative Industries Real World competition 

The QUT Creative Industries Real World competition encourages teams of high school students 
to work together on designing and producing a creative entry, such as a music video, fashion 
collection or dance performance or other creative work, based on a specific theme chosen by 
QUT. Prizes of up to $3,000 are on offer. 

Publications 

QUT’s  Welcome to the university for the real world  – a guide to undergraduate study in 2021 is 
currently available online. Faculty guides and other flyers, including our Year 10 flyer (A quick 
guide to QUT) will be available from late May. 

QUT events 

QUT usually hold events during the year so you can talk to QUT staff and students and get your 
questions answered. This year, online activities may replace in-person events. Register for 
updates and check the latest information on their events website. 

Register for Open Day 

QUT’s Open Day will be held on 26 July 2020 at the Gardens Point campus. Open Day is your 
best chance to chat with staff and students from all faculties and study areas. You can attend 
course information seminars and check out the campus facilities. Register for this event on the 
Open Day webpage to receive information and updates. 

School VET qualifications- important update 

In recognition of the extraordinary challenges Year 12 students are facing due to COVID-19 
disruptions, QUT will now accept VET qualifications (Certificate IV and above) for entry in 2021 
for any student who completes Year 12. 

The University of Queensland 

ATAR for provisional entry in 2021 

The University of Queensland has adjusted their 2021, ATAR threshold requirement for 
provisional entry to Medicine to 95.  

 

Latest skills forecasts and trends now available 

The National Skills Overview has now been updated with data and information for 2019/20. The 
Overview is an initiative of the Australian Industry and Skills Committee and forms part of the 
National Industry Insights Report website. 

https://www.qut.edu.au/creative-industries/events-for-schools
https://cms.qut.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/830295/qut-welcome-guide-undergraduate-students-2021.pdf
http://links.stayconnected.qut.edu.au/ctt?ms=NjQ2MzI0MzYS1&kn=36&r=MzkyNjA1MTE5ODgzS0&b=0&j=MTg2MzUxMTQ2MgS2&mt=1&rt=0
https://www.qut.edu.au/study/events/qut-open-day
https://www.qut.edu.au/study/career-advisers-and-teachers/news?id=161988
https://future-students.uq.edu.au/apply/doctor-of-medicine/pathways-and-entry-requirements#provisional
https://ncver.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cd8b7df7ae0c55ba7d07149f&id=b197e5a62b&e=504e06afe4
https://ncver.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cd8b7df7ae0c55ba7d07149f&id=4d243165b8&e=504e06afe4
https://ncver.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cd8b7df7ae0c55ba7d07149f&id=169dd3ec4e&e=504e06afe4


It provides an analysis of industry skills needs along with factors and trends affecting skill 
demand at a national and cross-industry level.  

The following generic skills were ranked most highly across IRC 2019 Skills Forecasts: 

1. Adaptability skills 
2. Collaboration skills 
3. Analytical skills 
4. Digital skills 

Learn more about the factors and trends driving demand for these skills on the website. 

 

Mrs Colette Naicker  
Careers Guidance Counsellor 

 

 

(Source: Options Careers Bulletin) 
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