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Principal 

Dear Canterbury Community 

Against all odds, the first two weeks of our ‘new normal’ have been very successful. At the heart of our 
hybrid (online and on campus) model is a desire to see regular learning continue for all year levels. Apart 
from some practical subjects needing to re-sequence some theory and practical units, the curriculum we 
intended to teach is being taught. 

Teachers are using the carefully-developed online learning resources for both online and on-campus 
students. So far, there is very promising feedback from students choosing each option about the quality 
of their learning.  We will be continuing this hybrid approach, which we believe is responsive to both the 
State and Commonwealth government advice, until at least the end of Week 4 (15 May). It is possible 
that some year levels will be accommodated on campus before others, as part of a staged approach to 
return to ‘business as usual.’ 

Whilst I know that learning is continuing, some assessment formats have needed to be re-thought. 
Examinations cannot take place at the moment, so instead we are using assignments in their place. In 
the Junior School, as much of the summative assessment as possible will be pushed back to the last half 
of Term 2.  

In Secondary School, whether examination blocks can be scheduled is yet to be determined. I’m pleased 
to advise that we have been able to devise a system of Parent-Teacher Interviews which will be run 
through Microsoft Teams for all parents and students. Details on this will be published by Mrs Rebecca 
Adamson, Dean of Studies. 

Behind the scenes, the TAS Directors of Sport and Principals are working on models to deliver some or 
all of the Trimester 2 and Trimester 3 sport seasons.  We know how much our students are missing their 
training and matches. In the Performing Arts, although studio lessons have recommenced online, 
ensemble rehearsals and performances cannot take place. Our musicians, actors and dancers are I am 
sure, keen to have these opportunities recommence later in the year. 

Speaking of our Performing Arts, I would like to congratulate Dr Janet Wyvill, who has been named the 
Performing Arts Teacher of the Year by the Australian Performing Arts Teachers Association. I am 
informed there were 200 nominations for the award. It is a fabulous professional accolade for Janet, and 
great recognition of her contributions to creative arts at Canterbury.  

In closing, I thank the community for their support of the College’s decisions and the lovely feedback 
which comes in each day, thanking the individual and collective efforts and ingenuity of our teaching 
staff. 

Mr Dan Walker 
Principal 

 

 

  



 

Chaplain's Chat 

We are living in a time when everything is changing at a very fast pace, and most of us find that very 
challenging, to say the least. I know I can cope with many changes, but not in I.T. I confess that, when I 
finally gave in and bought a new phone – because my six year old phone was driving me crazy – the new 
phone was left in its box for four months. The very thought of working out how to use it was too much to 
bear and, to my shame, when I shared my fears with my lovely 11 year old grandson, he said kindly, 
“Why don’t you post it to me and I’ll set it up for you.” Unfortunately he lives in Melbourne, otherwise I 
would have taken him up on his offer. 

A few years ago I read a book by Neale Donald Walsh called ‘When Everything Changes, Change 
Everything’. He explains very clearly that ‘Change is what is – and there is no way to change that ... What 
can be changed is the way you deal with change and the way you’re changed by change.’ 

As you might expect, these words took my mind back to the Bible – particularly to Romans 8:28, where 
Paul writes ‘We know that in everything God works for good for those who love him and are called 
according to his purpose.’ And I can verify this because of my own life experiences that occurred 
because of unexpected, and even very sad, changes. It is only when we look back that we see just how 
many blessings resulted from those changes – for ourselves and for countless others. 

 

We are starting to see so many blessings emerging from the changes caused by Covid19 – the precious 
time we now have with our families and the regeneration of the earth, just to name two. In our College 
there are blessings galore because of the creativity, dedication and amazing skills of staff in all 
departments, allowing us to provide brilliant lessons for students at home via the internet or on campus. 
And what they create now in response to the present challenges will change the way we teach and learn 
in the future. 

With my prayers and blessings for you all. 

Reverend Elroy Mee 
College Chaplain 

(P.S. A very clever person happily set up my phone for me) 

 

 

  



 

Junior School 

I continue to be impressed by the manner in which our community has embraced the current global 
situation and adapted to the changes we have implemented. Further to this, I would like to acknowledge 
the amazing work of our Junior School staff, who have worked tirelessly and meticulously to provide 
such a wonderful online experience for our students, and to also deliver this method face-to-face with 
the proportion of our students who are on campus. They have certainly appreciated all the wonderful 
feedback that has been passed on. 

For those families who have their children learning from home, I have provided some suggestions that 
might be useful.  

1. Routines and new rituals – including ‘bonkers’ time 
As much as you can, set up a routine and stick to it. Sometimes spicing this consistency with new rituals 
will feed the brain’s need to blend predictability with novelty. The routine part gives us predictability and 
helps with our anxiety, but if it’s too routine we can become bored and tune out. So, create new rituals 
to give the brain some novelty. 

This could be, for example, dining together every night, not just when previously busy schedules 
permitted, or walking the dog as a family. Some children will even benefit from ‘bonkers time’ – a 
designated block each day for dancing, jumping about and generally going a bit crazy to release energy.  

2. Create zones at home 
Our homes have been occupied by work and school. Because our brains attach certain rooms to 
specific functions, it’s important to be clear about what happens where in our temporary world. 

Be really intentional about the geography in your house – where the children do their school work and 
where they relax.  

Labelling your zones – ‘Mum’s workstation’, ‘Mary’s school desk’ – is a useful trigger. 

3. Draw up a family contract – and maybe nominate a ‘humour ambulance’ 
Listing the strengths each family member brings to the table – who is a conscientious planner; who is 
more playful and flexible; who has strong IT skills, etc – can help build a powerful team dynamic. You 
might even consider formalising this with a family contract that can be put on the fridge. Think of the 
family member who has the capacity to make people laugh and they can be the family’s ‘humour 
ambulance’. Family members with artistic flair can create signs for work stations and zones. 

4. Cut each other some slack 
It is a good chance to humanise ourselves to our children, and it is a really good opportunity to realise 
that closing themselves off in their rooms is really isolating, not just for themselves, but for other family 
members.  

We should give ourselves permission to be human, through having the conversation with our children 
that it is a tough time, we will lose patience, and that is normal. When that happens, take a deep breath 
and use the words ‘sorry’ and ‘that’s okay’. It’s a chance to build resilience, and part of resilience is 
when you fall down, you get back up again. 

Mr Bill Garland 
Head of Junior School 

  



 

Canterbury Libraries News 

Community of Writers – An Invitation 

Many of our community members recently took part in a magnificent community celebration, by singing 
or playing the Beatles classic All You Need is Love. I can neither sing nor play but I, like many of our 
students, can write.  

This is an invitation to all students and the wider Canterbury community to make a contribution to a 
creative anthology of written works. 

 

If you can write a story of 500 to 1000 words, then we invite you to submit your work to this project. 

If you are a poet, we seek your prose. 

The theme, as the title relates to, is Words of Hope. 

The intention is to create and publish a beautiful, uplifting book which represents a celebration of the 
Canterbury spirit. 

Submissions can be made via library@canterbury.qld.edu.au and the closing date will be Monday 1 June 
2020. 

Ms Anita Pendreigh 
Teacher Librarian 
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Secondary School 

Introducing Canterbury’s 2020 Academic Captain 

I wanted to take the opportunity to introduce you to the 2020 Academic Captain, Paige McNamara. 
Paige commenced at Canterbury as a Year 5 student in 2013. Since Year 9, Paige has received As for 
Behaviour and Attitude and Work Management and, other than two high Bs over the years, she has 
achieved all As for her academics. Her teachers comment on her being focused and willing to participate 
in class. Paige does not hesitate to ask questions for clarity and understanding. Her teachers also believe 
her sporting background in swimming and triathlon contributes to her ability to remain focused, 
determined and resilient.  

Having only met Paige this year, I have been impressed with her initiative and her passion for not only her 
education but her passion for enhancing the experience of every student at Canterbury.   

Paige was working on a few academic projects that I know she is very keen to continue when we 
resume normal classes this term. I asked Paige to share with the community one of the projects she 
commenced in Term 1 with Year 12 students. 

Term 1 
In the few weeks leading up to our Term 1 exam block, I and several students from the Year 12 Maths 
Methods and General Maths classes created a study group one afternoon a week after school to assist 
in preparing for our Maths exams. Students who attended found it beneficial and useful, as the study 
group offered a different and unique environment to study compared to standard tutorials. To focus our 
studying, we created a list of the topics we had covered, prioritising the concepts we struggled with the 
most. Each study session, students attending would bring a maths question they had struggled with or 
thought was challenging. Through this, we assisted each other in enhancing our understanding of 
particular concepts to prepare for our content-heavy exams.  

The current COVID-19 situation is most likely not what any of us envisioned 2020 to look like. It is 
certainly not what I thought my final year of schooling would be, that is for sure. Yet it is times like these 
where we are challenged to step outside our comfort zones such as trying to stay focused, motivated, 
and committed to online learning. Personally, I am trying to use this opportunity for more collaborative 
learning with friends, using the skills I learned through the Year 12 Maths study group last term. So, I 
would also like to challenge Canterbury students to create virtual study groups. It’s a great way to keep 
each other motivated and on track with our studies, whilst maintaining positive social connections 
virtually. With that, here’s a motivational quote I believe is incredibly relevant right now:  

“Things work out best for those who make the best of how things work out” – John Wooden. 

Paige McNamara 

Mrs Rebecca Adamson 
Dean of Studies 



Some positive consequences of learning online 

The school routine has changed. For the last 2 weeks many of our students have been logging in each 
day and learning from home via Microsoft Teams. We have had very high attendance from students in 
lessons, and they are in the main engaged in the lesson content. 

In many subjects the curriculum has been adjusted slightly to suit this different style of learning. Students 
can access and engage in the content and have their teacher to guide them when they have questions. 
As many students are now asking questions by text in the chat stream, they are thinking more deeply 
about how to word them in the most logical way. This deeper level of thinking will often lead to a better 
understanding.  

As well as learning the subject matter, students are learning many new and valuable skills as a result of 
remote learning.  

Students are becoming very proficient at contributing to online meetings. This is not just about using the 
software, but also improving their digital etiquette, problems solving IT issues, and managing 
distractions. 

As staff and students are becoming increasingly comfortable with online lessons, they are adapting them 
to their needs. Students in many classes are now collaborating on group tasks online, with teachers 
going in and out of meetings to check in with each group.  

I have seen some great collaborative presentations this week, where students in groups have been 
working together on online documents and then presenting them back to the class by sharing their 
screen. 

Online lessons have been evolving over the last 2 weeks, as teachers and students learn how to make 
them work best in their subject and class. The variety of activities occurring has grown rapidly and 
includes whole class and group discussions, formative assessment, games, quizzes, collaboration and 
much more. 

Many students are also learning a lot about themselves and how they work best. Some of the activities 
that are being set require the students work more independently than they might have done previously. 
This is another skill that will be beneficial as they continue their learning journey. 

Even though the current situation poses a variety of challenges, there also exists opportunity to reflect, 
develop new skills and become a better learner. 

Mr James Jenkins 
Director of Learning and Innovation 

Secondary School Careers News 

Read at the end of this newsletter the latest careers news, including competitions, events, open days 
and application processes. 

Mrs Colette Naicker 
Careers Counsellor 



 

The Arts 

Studio Lessons 

We have had a great week of online lessons in music, dance and drama.  Students as young as Kindy, 
with parent support, through to Year 12 are logging into Teams to have their individual online studio 
lesson.  Thank you for all the lovely emails and photos letting us know how much they are enjoying their 
online lessons, keep them coming. 

If your child would like to have an online studio lesson, please let us know and we can facilitate that for 
you.  Please email arts@canterbury.qld.edu.au or call Dr Janet Wyvill on 3299 0820 and let us know what 
you would like to learn. 

Canterbury Wellbeing Project 
Thank you and congratulations to all the staff, students, alumni and families who took part in the 
Canterbury Wellbeing Project.  We had hundreds of people sing, dance and play as part of our 
community.  With so much research showing how the arts can be a positive influence on a person’s 
wellbeing, this was the perfect project for our community.  It brought together families, both musical and 
non-musical, to be part of something united.   

I am so proud of everyone who took part and the great video we have from our first virtual community 
performance.  With over 1200 views so far, we can see that many people are searching for these types 
of events.  Please share the love with your family and friends worldwide.  

You can see the amazing project on the Canterbury Youtube Channel. 

Alumni Congratulations 

Alexandra Fliakos (2019 Senior and Arts Person of the Year), in her first year at university studying a 
Performing Arts teaching degree, has received a 2020 Queensland Inspiring Teachers Grant.  This grant 
will give Alex $2500 towards study expenses.  Well done Alex, we are very proud of you. 

Dr Janet Wyvill 
Director of Arts Academy 
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Junior Sport 

Virtual Sessions – Core Skills, Rugby, Netball and Athletics  
Over the last week, the Sports Department have been designing and filming videos that encourage both 
Junior School and Secondary School students to be active at home. These videos require little to no 
equipment, with any equipment being able to be sourced in the home. An example could be that of a 
tennis ball being substituted by a large sock or using chalk or hats instead of markers.  

Special mention must go to Director of Netball, Mrs Deanne Hamilton, Director of Rugby, Mr Sione 
Fukofuka, Athletics Coach, Ms Taneille Crase, Sports Events and Development Officer, Mr Josh Afu and 
Teacher Mr Ben Maxfield for filming the various sessions.  

It would be great to see as many Junior School students as possible having a go at the activities in the 
various videos. Please feel free to send through any photos of students doing the activities to Mr Afu 
(j.afu@canterbury.qld.edu.au). We would like to create a picture wall in the Sports Academy Office.   

TAS Competition 

TAS is running a Facebook and Instagram competition for the most likes, comments and shares 
between member schools. Head over to their Facebook (TheAssociatedSchoolSports) and Instagram 
(tasqld) pages before 7 May and help us along our way to hopefully first place! 

Mr Arnie Marraiya 
Director of Sport Kindy-Year 6 
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Secondary Sport 

Welcome back to Term 2. It has been wonderful to see so many young people and families out and 
staying active over the last month, going for walks, jogs and bike rides. This is important for our general 
health as well as helping to stay fit for when competition resumes.  

Speaking of competition, TAS is running a Facebook and Instagram competition for the most likes, 
comments and shares between member schools. Head over to their Facebook 
(TheAssociatedSchoolSports) and Instagram (tasqld) pages before 7 May and help us along our way to 
hopefully first place! 

As Mr Arnie Marraiya has already said in the Junior Sport newsletter section, our Rugby, Netball and 
Athletics staff have produced some wonderful instructional videos for our Canterbury athletes. These 
videos are available for students on the Rugby, Netball and Athletics Teams pages and on 
the Canterbury Youtube Channel. Any student who would like to be added to these Teams groups 
should email Mr Afu at j.afu@canterbury.qld.edu.au. 

Mr Glen Walker 
Director of Sport Year 7-12 
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Wellbeing 

SchoolTV Special Report: Wellbeing Checklist for Primary Schools 
Whilst most children are resilient and seem to be demonstrating a remarkable capacity to manage during 
this challenging time, others are not faring as well. Some are experiencing a variety of emotions ranging 
from fear to anxiety, all of which are considered normal or natural responses to this current situation.  

However despite this, it is still important for adult carers to remain vigilant for any signs of unusual 
distress or behaviour, even though your child may not have any prior history of a mental health disorder. 

It was estimated that one in seven Australasian children experienced a mental health issue before the 
Coronavirus pandemic, therefore early intervention, diagnosis and treatment is even more important now. 
In the current climate, one useful thing you can do is help your child focus on the things that they can 
control – such as their learning, diet, exercise and sleep. 

In this Special Report, adult carers will be provided with a checklist that can be used a guide in 
determining if there is any cause for concern. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered 
in this Special Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback.  

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further 
information or seek medical or professional help. 

Here is the link to your special report https://canterbury.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-
wellbeing-checklist-primary 

 

SchoolTV Special Report: Wellbeing Checklist for Secondary Schools 
The global pandemic is having a profound impact on our adolescents with many being forced to miss out 
on so many rites of passage. Some are becoming more anxious or depressed which is completely 
understandable given the current situation. However, should your teen display any unusual behaviour 
that lasts for more than 2-3 weeks, it may be a cause for concern. 

Research shows there are specific risk factors that increase the likelihood of teenagers developing a 
mental health problem. Some are set in stone, whilst others are modifiable. Adolescents are considered 
to be more at risk of anxiety and depression disorders which may affect their mood, thinking and 
behaviour. It can impact their ability to function and perform normal activities. 

It is therefore vitally important for adult carers to remain vigilant during this time for any signs of distress, 
even though your adolescent may not have any prior history of a mental health disorder. Early 
intervention, diagnosis and treatment is more important than ever. In the current climate, one useful thing 
you can do is help your teen focus on the things that they can control –– such as their learning, diet, 
exercise and sleep. 

In this Special Report, adult carers will be provided with a checklist that can be used a guide in 
determining if there is any cause for concern. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered 
in this Special Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback.  

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further 
information or seek medical or professional help. 

Here is the link to your special report https://canterbury.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-
wellbeing-checklist-secondary 
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From the Careers Guidance Counsellor 

Students maybe interested in some of these competitions below: 

 

Bond University Film and Television Awards (BUFTA) Short Film Competition 

Bond University Film and Television Awards (BUFTA) is a short film competition for aspiring 
filmmakers from Years 11 and 12 across Australia. There are six categories in the competition – 
Animation, Comedy, Documentary, Drama, Experimental Film and Music Video. Entries open 
on 1 May 2020 and close on 18 September 2020. Visit the BUFTA website for competition 
details and to view the 2019 BUFTA Gala Awards Ceremony. 

JMC The Canvas Award 2020 

Are you a high school designer who is comfortable with drawing, painting or using digital 
mediums to convey your concept?  The inaugural Canvas Award is dedicated to showcasing 
the talent of aspiring young designers and their versatility in different mediums, either traditional, 
digital or both! JMC invite high school students to submit their design for the Canvas Award to 
win a prize for you and your school!  Entries close 5 July 2020 and click here for more 
information. 

RealWorld Studio Competition 

The RealWorld Studio competition is designed for Queensland high school students to create, 
communicate and design an entry that will change your world. This competition allows teams of 
high school students to work together on designing and producing a creative entry. School 
teams will be supported by QUT Student Ambassadors with creative workshops, so you can 
pitch your best ideas. Entries may be a combination of any creative work such as a music 
video, dance performance, fashion collection, poetry reading, design model or a short film. 
Entries open 1 June and close 28 August. Prizes of up to $3,000 are on offer, including QUT 
Creative Industries Enrolment Bursaries. It is free to register. Email 
catherine.howieson@qut.edu.au. 

The Spaghetti Bridge Competition 

The Spaghetti Bridge Competition tests the engineering skills of students and provides them 
with experience in the planning, creativity, problem solving and team work required for a career 
in engineering. Teams are challenged to build the strongest bridge weighing no more than 300 
g (including a load plate), constructed with only store-bought spaghetti and glue and to span a 
gap of 35 cm. In 2020, bridges must actually work like a bridge – that is, there must be an 
obvious bridge “deck” that a toy car could theoretically drive across.  This year there will be four 
test locations: 

• North Brisbane/Sunshine Coast – St Eugene College, Burpengary 

https://bond.edu.au/about-bond/academia/faculty-society-design/faculty-society-design-competitions
https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/industry-events/canvas2020
https://www.qut.edu.au/creative-industries/events-for-schools
mailto:catherine.howieson@qut.edu.au
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• South Brisbane/Gold Coast – Chisholm Catholic College, Cornubia 
• Brisbane – TAFE Qld South Bank 

In 2020, the total prize money of $2000 (thanks to the Queensland Department of Transport 
and Main Roads, James Cook University and Engineers Australia) will be awarded. Find out 
more on the Spaghetti Bridge Competition website. Talk to your Science and/or Maths 
teachers about entering this competition. There will be free Professional Development 
workshops for teachers to support this event. Dates will be advised as soon as they are 
finalised. Keep an eye on the website for more information regarding dates and to register your 
interest in participating in the competition. 

 

InspireU Residential Camps 

InspireU UQ is a tertiary aspiration-building program for Indigenous youth, administered by the 
Outreach and Engagement team.  The program involves a series of residential camps themed 
around the professional disciplines of engineering, science, law, business and health sciences. 
Program participants attend on-campus residential camps, take part in interactive workshops 
and lectures, workplace/industry visits and receive guidance from UQ and industry experts 
about study and career opportunities. InspireU is delivered in collaboration with community and 
industry partners, and UQ faculties and schools. To be eligible to apply you must be: 

1. Be of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent 
2. Be enrolled in schooling in Year 11 or Year 12 in 2020 
3. Be enrolled in an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) subject and eligible for an 

ATAR score 
4. Have school attendance rate of 90% or greater 

Click on the links below for more information and to apply. 

InspireU Health Sciences – Camp dates to be confirmed 
InspireU Business – 20 – 25 September 2020 (applications close 21 August 2020) 
InspireU Education – Camp dates to be confirmed 
InspireU Law – 27 September - 2 October 2020 (applications close 21 August 2020)  

Interested in a career in health? 

Visit the Health Heroes website where you will find videos of Indigenous health workers as well 
as a three-part documentary, ‘I Heart My People’. This presentation follows six Indigenous 
health and emergency workers. The stories of these workers provide an insight into their 
characters, lives and motivation. They also communicate a genuine appreciation of the unique 
culture, challenges and social context of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health. 

http://telg.com.au/spagbridgecomp/
http://telg.com.au/spagbridgecomp/
https://atsis.uq.edu.au/future-students/inspireu-programs
https://atsis.uq.edu.au/future-students/inspireu-programs/inspireu-health-sciences
https://atsis.uq.edu.au/future-students/inspireu-programs/inspireu-business
https://atsis.uq.edu.au/future-students/inspireu-programs/inspireu-education
https://atsis.uq.edu.au/future-students/inspireu-programs/inspireu-law
http://healthheroes.health.gov.au/internet/heroes/publishing.nsf/Content/home


QUT Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students 

Students who are of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent may be eligible for entry 
through QUT’s Centralised Assessment Selection Program (CASP) which takes into account 
commitment to study, work and community experiences. Financial and study support is also 
available. Visit their website for more information. 

 

Preparation workshops for SAT – USA university entry test 

Integrity Tutoring specialises in preparation workshops for students interested in sitting for the 
tests required for entry to university courses in the United States.  Find out more on the Integrity 
website. 

Study & Play USA opportunities 

Are you competitive in rowing, rugby, golf, tennis, cross country, soccer, volleyball, basketball, 
water polo, track and field, swimming, baseball, softball and want to study in USA? Study & 
Play USA can provide information on: 

• Academic assessment 
• The process 
• Personalised advice & planning 
• Scholarships 
• Frequently asked questions 

Click here do a free assessment, to book a meeting or for more information. 

 

 

Online resources for Year 12 parents 

Transitioning from high school to university can be a challenging journey for students and their 
parents.  Several universities provide resources for parents to support them and their children 
through the transition.  Some examples are: 

• Australian Catholic University – How parents can help 
• James Cook University - Parents and partners 

https://www.qut.edu.au/study/applying/undergraduate-applications/admission-pathways/indigenous-australians-centralised-assessment-selection-program
http://www.integritytutoring.com/
http://www.integritytutoring.com/
https://www.studyandplayusa.com.au/
https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/how-parents-can-help
https://www.jcu.edu.au/parents-and-partners


• Griffith University – Family and Friends 
• Queensland University of Technology - Are you the parent of a school student? 
• The University of Queensland – UQ Guide for Parents 
• University of the Sunshine Coast - USC Parent Lounge. 
• TAFE Queensland – Information for Parents and Guardians 

 

The Good Universities Guide 

This guide provides information on Australian university courses, university ratings, careers and 
other tertiary study topics.  It comes in three formats – a website, an e-book and a hardcopy 
book which can be purchased from the Good Education Bookshop.  Information about 
scholarships is available on the website site.  The Education Blogs page on the website 
contains articles on a range of topics including 4 tips for making the most of O Week, student 
life and student stories.  Posts include: 

• Pathways: Your Guide to Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
• Part-time study: the pros and cons 
• How to survive your first year of uni 
• How to add an international spin to your degree 

 

UCAT and undergraduate pathways into medicine online webinar 
REMINDER: 

UCAT (Undergraduate Medicine and Health Sciences Admission Test). www.ucat.edu.au  

This test is compulsory for entry into some universities as a pathway to Medicine, Dentistry and 
other health science programs. Any student who is interested in completing the UCAT must 
register if you have not yet done so. Please visit the website for further details. 

BOOKING CLOSES: 11 May 2020 at 11.59pm AEST  

LATE booking deadline: 18 May 2020 at 11:59pm AEST  

The National Institute of Education (NIE) is hosting a live Online Webinar on the 5 May 2020 
from 6.00 pm to 9.00 pm.  

www.nie.edu.au/ucat-free/free-ucat-information-sessions 

Australian Catholic University 

Campus tours 

Personalised campus tours give you a unique opportunity to visit the ACU campus and check 
out their facilities for yourself. Due to current social distancing protocols enacted by the Federal 
Government, ANU's campus tours have been temporarily suspended. In the meantime check 
out our campus videos or take a virtual tour. If you are looking for course information please 
contact 1300 AskACU, or submit an online enquiry. To stay up to date on ACU events and 
future campus tours, please register your interest. 

https://www.griffith.edu.au/family-friends
https://www.qut.edu.au/study/undergraduate-study/are-you-the-parent-of-a-school-student
https://future-students.uq.edu.au/parents
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Community Achiever Program (CAP) - an entry pathway into ACU 

If you volunteer regularly for your school, community, or a social justice, sporting or cultural 
cause, then the Community Achiever Program (CAP) may help you gain early conditional entry 
into your desired degree. Applications for Year 12 students open Wednesday 1 May 2020 and 
close on 29 July 2020 for study in 2021. Younger students are encouraged to start getting 
involved in volunteer activities now in preparation for your future application. Find out more and 
see if you’re eligible for CAP and how to apply by clicking here. 

Griffith University 

Go Health, Go Griffith Experience Days 

These one-day events in August 2020 are designed for students to experience aspects of a 
health degree through practical and theoretical sessions delivered by health professionals and 
scientists.  Talk to your science teacher or school guidance counsellor/officer if you are 
interested in attending a program as registrations are through your school.  Visit the website for 
further information. 

Griffith Apply 

Year 12 students can apply for Griffith undergraduate degrees online through QTAC or UAC. 
You can also search for more information on their Degree finder. If you are an international 
student, visit international applications. You can find information about: 

• The Queensland ATAR in 2020 and beyond  and how will the ATAR be used for 
admission to Griffith 

• VET pathways for school leavers 
• Get a taste of Griffity with GUESTS 
• Future teachers' program 
• Prerequisite and assumed knowledge 
• Adjustment factors - location and equity - Year 12 subject adjustments 
• Elite Athletes program 
• Guarantee admissions scheme 
• Programs for high achievers 
• Key dates 
• Scholarships 

Click here for more information. 

Queensland Conservatorium auditions 

Most of the courses offered by the Conservatorium require an audition as one of the entry 
prerequisites.  Audition applications usually open in June.  The Auditions website will be 
updated for 2021 applications shortly.  Note that if you don’t apply for an audition by the due 
date, you will not be considered for any courses requiring an audition at the Conservatorium. 
Click here for a full list of all areas that have an audition process. 

Science on the Go! 

This is the premiere STEM outreach program of Griffith University. Science on the GO! aims to 
bring dynamic and engaging science shows, events, programs and teaching resources by 
providing primary and secondary school staff and students access to Griffith’s innovative STEM 
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facilities, resources and expertise.  Find out more about our award-winning STEM outreach 
programs, science shows, on-campus experiences, upcoming events, STEM Ambassador 
Program and Pathways to University. 

VET pathways for high school students 

Griffith recognises the skills and knowledge gained through Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) as a highly effective pathway to university. While Griffith encourages you to achieve an 
ATAR, they still recognise stand-alone VET qualifications completed at high school. If you 
complete a Certificate III, IV or Diploma and meet the English prerequisite you may be eligible 
for a place in a range of Griffith degrees. Click here to find out more and to view the list of 
eligible degrees 

James Cook University 

Applying for medicine/dental/physiotherapy/veterinary science/health science courses 
at James Cook University 

The following courses offered by JCU require a QTAC application as well as a direct application 
to JCU. 

• B Medicine/B Surgery 
• B Dental Surgery 
• B Veterinary Science 
• B Physiotherapy 
• B Health Science (Physician Assistant) 

These JCU courses have a rural, remote, tropical and Indigenous communities 
focus.  Consequently, an important requirement of the JCU direct application is to demonstrate 
interest, experience, understanding and/or exposure to rural and/or remote locations and 
conditions.  Applicants living in metropolitan areas will find this challenging.  You will need to 
think creatively about how you can obtain the experience/knowledge this year.  

Some ideas are: 

• work-experience during the holidays with a rural practitioner 
• attend FEAST  
• interview practitioners who have worked in rural/remote areas 
• research the challenges for practitioners in rural/remote areas 
• learn about Northern Australia 
• find out as much as you can about the content of the JCU courses from brochures, the 

JCU website, career expos, TSXPO and other career/course events 
• organise a guided tour of the relevant JCU campus (see the website) 
• if possible, attend a JCU open day (9 August 2020 for the Townsville campus and 23 

August 2020 for the Cairns campus). 

You can view last years (2019 applications for entry in 2020) JCU direct application here.  The 
applications website is usually updated in July for the following year.  The date for submitting 
the JCU direct application form is normally the same as the QTAC due date.  This date will be 
confirmed in the QTAC Guide and on QTAC’s website under the JCU link in May/June.  You 
can access the prerequisites for the courses from the JCU website. 
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Queensland University of Technology 

School VET qualifications—important update 

In recognition of the extraordinary challenges Year 12 students are facing due to COVID-19 
disruptions, QUT will now accept VET qualifications (Certificate IV and above) for entry in 2021 
for any student who completes Year 12. This is excellent news for students studying the 
Diploma of Business. Please note that this opportunity is only for students starting university in 
2021. 

Cut-off date for creative industries additional entry courses 

In addition to applying to QTAC, students must apply online to QUT by 5pm on 
Monday 28 September 2020 for courses with additional entry requirements. Additional entry 
requirements include auditions, portfolio submissions, and interviews. For more information on 
specific additional entry requirements, please refer to individual course information on the QUT 
website or phone 07 3138 8114. 

Missing assumed knowledge for a QUT course? 

QUT bridging courses in Maths, Chemistry and Physics are offered to students and the general 
community to help them undertake tertiary-level studies in these areas.  Successfully 
completing the Maths bridging program will give you the assumed knowledge in high school 
maths for QUT courses and meet the maths prerequisite for QUT's Bachelor of Education. This 
program may also meet assumed knowledge or prerequisites for other institutions.  Semester 
2, 2020 courses are delivered on campus between 22 June and 23 September 
2020.  Registrations close 15 June 2020.  Visit the QUT Bridging Programs webpage for an 
overview, details and to register. 

Need help developing a fashion portfolio? 

‘Fashion Illustration for Beginners’ is a short course that will commence on 7 June 2020 at 
QUT’s Creative Industries Precinct in Kelvin Grove.  Contact QUT for application details and 
visit the website for details. 

START QUT applications are now open 

START QUT gives your students the opportunity to study up to two university units, in the same 
classes as current QUT students, while completing Year 11 and 12. Applications to study in the 
START QUT program in Semester 2, 2020 are now open, and close on Sunday 31 May. Click 
here for full details of eligibility requirements, units of study and an application form 

What QUT courses fit my interests? 

Take the Match My Skills quiz to find out. 

Southern Cross University 

Take the stress out of Year 12 with a STAR Early Offer 

The STAR program allows you to secure your place in a Southern Cross University degree 
before your ATAR results are released. It’s designed to remove some of the pressure from Year 
12 and give you a pathway directly into university study that is not based solely on your ATAR. 

http://links.stayconnected.qut.edu.au/ctt?ms=NjQ2MzI0MzYS1&kn=25&r=OTkxMzYyNDIwNDAS1&b=0&j=MTg2MzUxMTQ2MgS2&mt=1&rt=0
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Applications open 28 April and close 11 September 2020. Click here to find out more and 
answers to the following questions: 

• Why should I apply to STAR? 
• What can I study? 
• Who is eligible? 
• How does it work? 

The University of Queensland 

Undergraduate Guide for 2021 

This publication can be downloaded from the UQ website. It contains information about the 
courses that will be offered in 2021, a table of all courses with prerequisites and previous 
minimum selection threshold, key dates, admissions information and everything else you need 
to know about life at UQ. 

University of the Sunshine Coast 

Schools Program 

The USC school’s program is led by the USC’s dedicated Student Recruitment team and aims 
to connect high schools and students with USC. The program covers all years in high schools 
and focuses on general information and aspiration building in the early years to a more detailed 
and informative approach in the later years. School presentations or workshop, on campus 
experience and a range of great sessions are available.  Visit their web page for more 
information on how USC can be of assistance. 

 

 

Bond University 

Information events in 2020 

Your decision to study at a university that is right for you is important. To help you gather all the 
information you will need, Bond University hosts experience days where you can find out more 
about studying at Bond and what makes them unique.  Scheduled events include: 

13/06/2020     Health Simulation experience day 
30/06/2020     Film and Television experience day 
02/07/2020     International Relations experience day 
07/07/2020     Psychology experience day 
09/07/2020     Criminology experience day 

You should confirm with the university closer to the date to be sure that the experience day will 
still be held. 
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CQUniversity Online Open Days 

Throughout the year, you can connect with CQU anytime to get the answers to your questions 
about studying with CQUniversity. Chat to them online at one of their online chat sessions and 
you can attend their online Open Days on 12 August from 3:00-5:00pm or 26 August from 
3:00-5:00pm. You can explore upcoming events at CQUni, ask a question online or contact 
them on 13 27 86. 

Central Queensland University Open Days planned for 2020 

With a huge range of TAFE and university courses on offer and the option to study on campus 
or online, you can study what, where and how you like. Explore CQU facilities, meet teaching 
staff and current students, get career advice and find the best study options for you at their 
upcoming Open Days. If you can’t make it to an event, you can join an Online Open Day on 
either 12 or 26 August. Check their website for the Open Day programs. The following are 
dates for CQU's 2020 Open Days but check for changes due to the impact of COVID-19. 

• 06/08/2020    Brisbane Open Day                3:00am - 6:00pm 
• 13/08/2020    Sunshine Coast Open Day    3:00am - 6:00pm 

Gold Coast Virtual Careers Festival 

Explore your career opportunities online. Engage with local Gold Coast educators, gain advice 
from qualified professionals, discover insights from inspiring webinars, and obtain up to date 
advice through online live chat. The Gold Coast Virtual Careers Festival will provide you a step 
towards a successful future. The virtual Careers Festival will be held online between 1 May 
2020 and 31 July 2020.  

JMC Online Open Day 

JMC is all about exploring your passion, discovering a rewarding career and making life-long 
connections. It's about helping you grow your skills, hone your creativity, and learn about your 
chosen field so that you eventually land that job you’ve always dreamed of. On Saturday 23 
May 2020 from 1pm, join their Online Open Day and explore how to turn your creative passion 
into a career. Click here to register. 

James Cook University Open Days 

Explore the latest at JCU Open Day and find out how you can become ready today for 
tomorrow. Check out cutting-edge virtual reality, roll up your sleeves and have a go at being a 
paleontologist, or learn more about how smart technology will shape the future. Tour JCU's 
world-class facilities and meet researchers who are making a difference. Whatever your 
passions, discover something fascinating at JCU Open Day. Click on the links below to register 
and find answers to FAQs,  

• 09/08/2020     Townsville Open Day     10:00am - 2:00pm 
• 23/08/2020     Cairns Open Day            10:00am - 2:00pm 
• 15/09/2020     Virtual Open Day 
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Torrens University Australia – Virtual Careers Expo 

Thursday 7 May and Friday 8 May 12:00pm to 8:00pm (AEST) Australia’s first-ever Virtual 
Careers Expo is an innovative and interactive collaboration between Australia’s major tertiary 
education providers, designed to showcase the wide range of options available to students as 
they prepare for life after school. Lead by Torrens University, highlights include: 

•  Explore the Virtual Careers Expo Hall 
•  Visit more than 60 stands hosted by exhibitors from across the country 
•  Talk to staff and student ambassadors through text or video chat         
•   Head to the Webcast Hub for live and on-demand video presentations 
•   Meet other students in our virtual social lounge 
•   Explore the virtual campus 
•   Attend from the comfort of your own home (or school) 
•   Learn more about how COVID-19 will affect your school year 

Click here to find out more and to register. 

Year 13 online career expo 

The Year 13 Expo will be a virtual this year. From 18-22 May, you’ll be able to explore exhibits 
from a host of different universities, TAFEs, colleges, employers and gap year providers. You 
can hear from some amazing career people who are succeeding in their industry. Through a 
series of live chats, webinars and online ‘booths’, the Year 13 Expo will help you explore what it 
is you’re passionate about and what you need to do in order to get there. Click here for more 
information and to register. 

Why study Nursing at TAFE virtual information sessions 

TAFE Queensland would like to invite you to a free, one hour, online information sessions to 
learn more about studying the Diploma of Nursing (HLT54115) at TAFE Queensland. The 
sessions will be held at 7:00pm on  Tuesday 18 June and Tuesday 30 June 

 

YEAR 12 STUDENTS 

Please note that I am available to discuss with you your career options or concerns that you 
may presently have. You can email me with a time to have a meeting or the question or 
concern that you have. I will place as much information as possible into CANVAS for you to 
view at your convenience. In Term 3 and 4 I will have a meeting with every Year 12 student to 
discuss their career options for 2021.  

 
 
Mrs Colette Naicker  
Careers Guidance Counsellor 
 
 
 

(Source: Options Careers Bulletin 6) 
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